RICHELIEU
his name should be kept always on men's lips, he kept on
addressing the secretaries of state with denunciations of
the pillaging committed by the troops of Conde in his own
castle of Richelieu and throughout his domains. This was
a mere pretext, and in it we can feel the fever which was
agitating him. What would come out of these interminable
parleys? What place would be opened for him in the
now inevitable dissolution? He felt that if he was not to
risk a lost opportunity, he had best go to Paris, even before
the Court returned thither. So there he proceeded during
April, to be on the scene of action. The Queen was not due
in Paris until May 1i, and the King a few days after that.
The Bishop of Lugon, therefore, was no longer near
Loudun when peace was concluded there on May 3. He
had no concern there, and certainly it was not there that
his game would be played out.
Once again, in the pact which set up a pretence of peace
between the monarchy and the princes, the Regent had
yielded to all of Conde's injunctions. The old ministers,
Sillery, Jannin, Villeroy, were set aside. Concini, by a
very skilful concession, surrendered the government of the
Picardy fortresses. Conde received Berry, the fortress of
Bourges, one and a half million limes in cash, and the
control of the royal council and the signature. He would
now become more threatening and still more dangerous.
On this occasion Richelieu, who could not know how
events would turn, wrote to Conde one of those letters of
which we see that he was prodigal whenever he deemed it
useful to stake a claim of fidelity and devotion with some-
one holding at the moment a powerful position: CI can
only testify to the share which I take in the satisfaction
which it has pleased the King to obtain for you: I beg you
to believe that nobody has been more deeply touched by
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